
Lifewater Ranch Outdoor check list 

This document assumes we have a back-back guest situation where I need to hire a crew to prepare the 

house in 4 hours.  Check-out time is 12 noon and Check-in time is 4pm. 

Odds are very good that the guests leaving will leave earlier than noon and the guests arriving will arrive 

after 4pm but you never know. 

The numbered paragraphs can all be done in parallel.  The lettered paragraphs within each numbered 

paragraph would be done sequentially and are ordered by importance.  This way you can split up the 

numbered jobs between crew members. 

The crew leader needs to spot check items. 

There are two crew leaders.  1 for outside items and 1 for inside items. 

The numbered items are in order of importance. 

Outside Areas 

1.  Pool & hot tub 

a.  Vacuum the pool if needed. 

i. Fill pool to overflow level in skimmer. 

ii. Get vacuum hose and fill with water by connecting one end to the vacuum head 

and placing that underwater and then pushing the hose down into the water so 

all the air gets out. 

iii. Connect vacuum hose to skimmer suction pipe. 

iv. Close the drain suction valve half-way so more suction goes to the skimmer. 

v. Turn pump valve to the “Waste” position.  This will start draining the pool. 

vi. Turn on the pump. 

vii. Run the vacuum head along the bottom of the pool.  Don’t waste time.  You are 

draining the pool as you do this.  This is because a lot of fine algae will pass right 

through the filter system so it has to go overboard.  If the pool level gets to the 

bottom of the skimmer window, stop vacuuming and refill to continue. 

viii. When done turn off the pump, switch the filter valve to “filter”, turn on pump, 

open the drain pump intake valve all the way, and put away vacuum hose and 

head. 

ix. Refill pool to normal level – about mid-height of the skimmer window.  DO NOT 

OVERFILL!!! 

b.  Check the pool and hot tub chemistries and correct as needed. 

i. Use the test kit under the right-front hot-tub deck module. 

ii. The main thing to worry about is pH which should be near 7.2. 



iii. Next for the pool, is the chlorine level.  Just make sure you have some active 

chlorine in there.  Add chlorine tablets to correct slightly or shock with the 

chlorine granules if algae are growing and there is no chlorine detected. 

iv. If chlorine seems low or gone, check for Cyranic Acid and correct if needed. 

v. For the hot-tub, just measure pH, clean the filter and shock if it looks green. 

c.  Put UV protectant on Hot Tub cover.  The protectant applicator and spray are located 

in the modular deck module just in front of the hot tub control panel. 

d.  Put pool toys away. 

e.  If it needs it, weed the garden.  This year I am letting the clover and horsetail be a 

cover crop. Pull broad-leaf weeds and quack grass. 

f.  Blow off the deck and concrete areas and stairway to pool pump-house. 

g.  Burn burnables if the box is near full.  We like to save some of this for guests that 

want to start a fire in the fire pit. 

h.  Take out the Trash - do this after inside trashes are emptied. 

i.  Verify that the shop computer and amp are set properly and working. 

j.  Ensure folding chairs on the deck are hung up where they belong. 

2.  Lawn 

a. Mow the lawn. See the Lawn Mower Procedure document 

b. Weed-whack edges are areas that the lawn mower can’t get.  The weed whacker is 

hanging in the shop with other garden tools. 

i. If time, weed-whack any rose bushes or berry bushes near the house.  They tend 

to keep popping up in the hill area outside the kitchen.  Also on the steep spots 

just inside the garden fence. 

3.  Weed any weeds in the garden. Tools are located in the closet next to the nursery.  We 

currently are using horse tail and red clover as cover crops.   

a. The flowers south of the hot-tub need the horse tail picked out of that area. 

b. Same goes for the strawberries next to them. 

c. Don’t take out bulb plants.  We also have planted some potatoes and asparagus and 

onions/garlic.  Leave those. 

4.  Sprinkler system: 

a. The controller is located in the pump room on the wall. 

b. Turn the system on with the large dial on the left side of the controller. 

c. Press the button on the far right of the controller to start a test cycle.  This will turn on 

each zone for 10 min. 

i. Observer each zone that all the sprinklers work. 

ii. If any are not working do what you can to fix them.  Parts are located in the 

back half of the shop in a box that sits on the floor just beyond the back work-

bench.  PVC parts are located on the shelf next to the bathroom in the shop. 

d. Press the same button to move to the next zone. 

e. When done, leave the system on if the lawn or garden is dry. 

5.  BBQs: 



a. If the BBQs were used and are dirty you need to clean them.  This is best done with a 

pressure washer (we have 2 in the garage) and degreaser (a big purple container on the 

shop bathroom shelf) 

b. Note if you cleaned either or both BBQs to the owner so a cleaning fee can be charged 

to the guests. 

6.  Shop order: 

a. Note any missing tools or misplaced items and return to their places.  Guests should not 

be messing with the shop. 

b. It is very important that you put all tools away and report any broken or lost items that 

you notice. 

c. Blow out the shop if it needs it with the gas blower located in the shop on the floor next 

to the hanging garden tools. 

7.  Take out the trash 

a. Check that all indoor trash cans are emptied. 

b. Take outdoor trash cans to the dumpster near the fish hatchery 

8.  Blow off with the gas blower (do this last): 

a. The blower is located on the floor near the garden tools that hang up. 

b.  All concrete areas and the deck and walkways down to the lawn. 

c. Pool steps down to the pump room. 


